DEAD   NETTLE, Lamium album L.

378. Dead Nettle, Lamium album L. (X i); perennial \yith
a creeping rhizome and giving off stolons;  stem up to about
li ft. high, bearing whorls of flowers at each node almost to the
base, square in section, pale green, slightly pubescent, especially
in the upper part, hairs spreading; leaves opposite, in 2 raql|
(decussate), stalked, broadly ovate, rounded to Slightly cordlft
at the base, acutely acuminate, up to about 2 in. long and 1J- in,
broad, coarsely crenate-serrate, pale green, bullate-reticulate,
very slightly hairy on both surfaces; leaf-stalks connected across
the stem by a narrow ridge; flowers (B, X H) axillary (pseudo-
verticillate), about 7-8 in each leaf-axil, sessile, those towards
the middle of the stem-opening first; bracts very small at the base
of each flower; calyx (A, X 2) green, striped with brown at the
base, campanulate, lobed to the middle into 5 narrow awl-shaped
segments slightly hairy on the margin; corolla pure white, about
1 in. long, markedly 2-lipped, the upper lip hood-like and wrapped
over the other in bud, hairy, the side lobes with a small tooth,
the lower lip broad and rather deeply split in the middle; tube
with an oblique ring of hairs towards the base inside; stamens 4,
hidden under the hooded upper lip, the two anther-lobes (Q x 4)
opening by a continuous slit, hairy and black on the margin^
style white, 2-lobed between the anthers;   around the oVflf
(D, x 3) a fleshy disk; ovary divided into 4 separate green lobes,
with the style inserted between the lobes (gynobasic); fruit of
4 small truncate nutlets (family Labiatae).

Found in fields and waste places, but rare and local in Scotland
and Eire, flowering from March to December; widely distri-
buted eastward to North Asia and in North Africa; intrbduced
in North America.

Nectar is secreted by the base of the ovary and stored at the
bottom of the corolla-tube. The oblique ring of hairs described
above acts as a nectar cover. The upper lip shelters the anthers
and stigma, and the lower lip forms a convenient alighting plat-
form for insect-visitors. On account of the length of the corolla-
tube the nectar is only accessible to long-tongued humble-bees
and bees.
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